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and were paramount with him to all other conside-
sitions. It has been said, then, that the frauds
practiced on the Indians, were not connected with
the war. He, from his very soul, wished it might
prove so; his rule was to consider "all men in-
nocent until their guilt be made manifest;" but he
was bound to say that he greatly feared, whenever
a full investigation was had, it would be found, if
not the immediate, they were the remote cause.

Let it not be disguised, said Mr. G. that a more
perfect system of fraud and fraudulent speculations
was never organized and consummated, than was
organized and consummated by a few citizens of
his own State,and others claiming to be citizens for the
purpose of defrauding and cheating the Indians of
their lands. He forbore a recital of their systematic
arrangements, their plans as to the 'modus operandi:'
to do so would but cause all to blush for the de-
pravity of human nature. Let it be known, how-
ever, said Mr. G. that several are supposed to be
connected in these transactions who have held high

.situations in our State, and, as was known to his
colleagues, are composed of men of wealth and
influence of both political parties; and here he
would remark, without the fear of contradiction,
that in consequence of the firm and usually bold
and independent stand that the President took in
withholding the patents until a re-investigation of the
whole matter could be had, it called down upon
him the bitterest opposition of the parties interested,
and of many who had been formerly his friends.
Mr. G. said it was probable many purchases made
were perfectly fair and in good faith, and for all
such he was assured the most satisfactory measures
would be adopted at an early period.

The whole matter was under full investigation be-
fore a competent tribunai and a report soon expect-
euf: what that report would be he was not prepared
to say, but he invoked gentlemen to abstain at pre-
sent, and on all future occasions, from casting fur-
ther reflections upon the State, and the whole people
of his State, for the errors and crimes of a few. To
continue it would be illiberal and unjust, and it could
not be expected would be quietly submitted to.
Whenever, said he, the guilty shall be ferreted out,
and their guilt made manifest, he greatly mistook
the character of the people of his State, if they were
not the first to point at them the finger of scorn,
and treat them as their conduct merited. Mr. G.
concluded by saying, that whatever may have been
the causes' of the Creek war, they certainly could
not operate against the appropriations and the pas-
sage of the bill. It was a melancholy truth that the
war had been produced, and the fatal consequences
growing out of it but too deeply felt by the citizens
of Georgia and Alabama, if not by the whole cotk-
try. Sir, said Mr. G. the tragical scenes that have
been acted, the horrible deeds of murder and
massacre that have been committed, are but too
deeply impressed upon our minds. Our battle
grounds have been stained with the blood of
some of our valued citizens; many have found
honorable graves; valuable possessions have been
laid waste and wrapt in flames, to the great injury,
and almost entire ruin, of a portion of our frontier
citizens; wives, mothers, and children, nay, all ages
and Sexes, have fallen a sfcrifice to savage cruelties
and violence; the scalping-knife and tomahawk
have streamed with the blood of innocence; hun-
dreds were now clad in mourning, and the heart
of many a fond parent made to bleed, for the
loss of some near and dear relative, and yet an at-
tempt is made to elicit our feelings and sympathies
in behalf of the actors of these scenes, and the policy
pursued towards them by the State and National
Governments openly denounced and condemn-
ed. This (said Mr. G.) was but a faint and
imperfect sketch of the effects of the war; and
though we may not have it in ourpower to trace the
cause ofits true origin; though it mayremain shroud-
ed in darkness and obscurity, still (said Mr. G.) the
bloodyand awful consequences resulting from it will
no doubt furnish a fruitful theme for somne future
historian, but in whom he prayed there would not
be found (as here) any sympathy for the perpetra-
tor of such deeds of barbarity and cruelty. He
hoped the motion to recommit would be rej9otsd,
An4 th b:ll spdedily passed,
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of the debate upon Mr. MORRIS' motion to have
a petition from abolitionists, which he then pre-
sented, received, read, and referred, with instruc-
tions to the committee to report on various points
which he specified.
Mr. WEBSTER called upon the Senator, (Mr.

CUTnsERT,) to remember that he had not admitted
that the doctrines referred to were contained in those
resolutions.

Mr. KING, of Georgia, made a few remarks,
the object of which was to show that the right of
petition in the People was perfectly compatible with
the rules of Congress as to the consideration of
petitions when presented. In illustration of which
position he referred to a petition recently presented
by the authors of Great Britain on the subject of
copyright. There was no obligation on the part
of Congress to receive memorials; it was whoby
discretionary; and so it might be in a multitude of
other cases. On the general subject, all the Sc:uth
were perfectly agreed. Whatever he himself pos-
se-sed of earthly good was connected with the tenure
of slave property, and he perfectly agreed with the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. CALHO uN,) as
to any interference with it.

Mr. RIVES said he had witnessed the whole
course of this discussion with great pain and mor-
tification. He did not say which side was to
blame, but he could not help observing that gen-
tlemen from non-slaveholding States stood in a
very different position from their Southern bre-
thren. They might sit with great coolness, and-
indulge all the delicacy tuf their feelings with im-
punity. The had no cause to be disturbed in rela-
tion to their own communities; but when they came
on that floor, and gratuitously put forth their no-
tions on a subject which so deeply concerned
others, he contended that they were aggressors, and
that gentlemen on the other side were acting on the
defensive. To present a petition, if respectful in
its language, was a duty which Senators were
bound to perform; but when, not satisfied with
this, they came forward and volunteered their own
views on so hazardous and delicate a subject, and
claimed for this Government new powers, the cal-
culation must be extraordinary on the passiveness
of the South, if gentlemen supposed they were to
sit in silence. If a solemn decision of the Senate
was entitled to command respect, he would call the
attention of the Senator from Massachusetts to the
overwhelming majority by which it had pronounced
the determination that the subject of slavery in the
District was not to be contested on that floor; a
majority, if he recollected right, of 34 to 6. After
such an expression of the views of this body, could
any gentleman persuade himse.If that it was wise
and patriotic to throw into the Senate such a fire-
brand?

The Senator from Massachusetts held that there
was no value in the reception of petitions unless it
were done in substance as well as form, and the
petitions were duly considered. But the Senate, the
very moment memorials on this subject had been
received, instantly turned round and rejected them.
Now, would gentlemen have so little regard to the
peace of the whole community as not to abstain
from agitating a subject of this kind? The gentle-
man from Massachusetts had taken occasion not only
to read sentiments from the memorials which were
obnoxious to the South, but had volunteered the ex-
pression of his own opinion as to the constitutional
power of Con.ress over the subject of slavery in the
District of Columbia. Wherefore introduce that sub-
ject again? Why put forward the expression of an
opinion in regard to the regulation of trade in slaves
between the States, to warrant which the Senator
could find nothing in the statute book? He had
told the Senate that laws had been passed on that
subject, and with the sanction of the South. Mr.
R. joined issae with the Senator, and called on
him to point to the law. He was very confident
there was none. As to the laws to which he
presumed the reference had been made, they did
not touch the matter. Laws to prevent the
escape of slavc, or to secure their restoration,

were only in fulfilment of the Constitution, which
expresslyprovided for the delivering up of runa-
ways; and, so far from being an unfavorable in-
terference with the tenure of slave property, it was,
on the contrary, a recognition of the right in slaves,
and a guaranty of that right. Mr. R. had no ob-
jection that Senators should present their petitions,
but he protested against the gratuitous exhibition
of these horrid pictures of misery which had no ex-
istence. He was not in favor of slavery in the ab-
stract. On that point he differed with the gentte-
man from South Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun.) But it
was an existing institution; it was recognised and
protected by the Constitution; and he was at a loss
to conceive why, on a subject of this character;
honorable Senators would permit themselves to
throw firebrands into that chamber. Theonly pa-
cificating course was that which had been pro-
posed, wlch was, to lay the question of reception
on the table. And gentlemen might be assured
that, as often as these petitions were presented, the
preliminary question of reception would be moved,
and that motion, with its appendages, would as
often, he hoped, be laid on the table. Was the
miserable farce of receiving these petitions, and
then immediately rejecting them, a thing worth
contending for? Surely not.

Mr. R. strongly disclaimed all desire to excite
jealousy or ill feeling., but reminded northern gen-
tlemen of the very different circumstances in which
they stood towards this subject. They might stir
it with perfect safety to their constituents, and pos-
sibly with benefit to themselves. But it never
could be mooted on that floor without exciting the
profoundest feeling throughout the South. He
begged gentlemen to desist from such a course.
He used the language of expostulation, not of me-
nace, although he felt that a proud consciousness of
southern rights might well warrant him in the use
of other language. He appealed to the patriotism
of the Senator from Massachusetts. He had on
other occasions, and especially in defence of that
very Union whith is now again threatened, given
proofs of it. Mr. R. did not doubt or call it in
question. But he appealed to that feeling, and be-
sought that Senator, and all others, to let this
subject alone-not to invade the peace of the fire-
sides of their brethren, and not to persist in a
course which southern men could view in no other
light than as an aggression upon their dearest in-
terests. When petitions were brought forward,
the only proper course was that which had been
pursued on his own motion last year, and which
had now been renewed in so honorable and peace-
loving a spirit by the Senator from Delaware.

Mr. CALHOUN explained, and denied having
expressed any opinion in regard to slavery in the
abstract. He had merely stated what was a mat-
ter of fact, that it was an inevitable law of society
that one portion of the community depended upon
the labor of another portion, over which :t must un-
avoidably exercise control. He had not spoken of
slavery in the abstract, but of slavery as existing
where two races of men of different color, and strik-
ing dissimilarity in conformation, habits, and a
thousand other particulars, were placed in imme-
diate jdxt-2position. Here the existence of slavery
was a good to both. Did not the Senator from Vir-
ginia consider it as a good?

Mr. RIVES said, no. He viewed it as a mis-
fortune and an evil in all circumstances, though, in.-
some, it might be the lesser evil.

Mr. CALHOUN insisted on the opposite opi-
nion, and declared it as his conviction that, in point
of fact, the Central African race (he did not speak
of the north or the east of Africa, but of its central
regions) had never existed in so comfortable, so re-
spectable, or so civilized a condition as that which
it now enjoyed in the southern Sta es. The popu-
lation doubled in the same ratio with that of the
whitcs-a pAof of ease and plenty; while, with re-
spect t., civilization, it nearly kept pace with that of
the owi:ers; and as to the effect upon the whites,
would it be affirmed that they were inferior to
others, that they were less patriotic, less in-
telligent, less humane, less brave; than where
slavery did not exist? He was not aware that any
inferiority was pretended. Both races, therefore,
appeared to thtiv@ under the practical operation
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